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Abstract: The study delves into the intricate fabric of local cultural conflicts within communities on Flores Island, East
Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia, offering insights into cross-cultural communication dynamics. Examining the interplay of
cultural symbols, assimilation conflicts, and tensions with modern civilization, the research illuminates the challenges
and opportunities in navigating cultural diversity and fostering social cohesion. Drawing on anthropological,
sociocultural, and communication theories, the study explores the complexities of identity negotiation, tradition
preservation, and conflict resolution in a rapidly changing socio-cultural landscape. It underscores the significance of
promoting intercultural dialogue, cultural sensitivity, and mutual respect to mitigate tensions and promote inclusive
community development. The findings highlight the need for interdisciplinary approaches and longitudinal studies to
comprehensively understand the dynamics of cultural conflicts and communication patterns on Flores Island.
Methodological considerations, including sample size and data collection methods, underscore the importance of
rigorous research methodologies in capturing the richness and diversity of cultural experiences.

Keywords: Cultural Conflicts, Cross-Cultural Communication, Identity Negotiation, Tradition Preservation, Social
Cohesion.

I. INTRODUCTION
Flores Island, part of the province of East Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia, is characterized by its diverse ethnic, cultural,
linguistic, religious, and historical heritage. With an area of around 14,300 km? and a population of approximately 1.6 million
people, Flores Island holds significant importance within the context of Indonesia's cultural and geographical landscape. The
island is divided into eight districts, each with its unique cultural identity and characteristics.

Flores Island's history is marked by a rich tapestry of indigenous cultures, colonial influences, and interactions with
neighbouring regions. The island's name, derived from Portuguese meaning "flower," reflects its natural beauty and cultural
diversity. Historically, Flores Island has been inhabited by various ethnic groups, including the Manggarai, Ngada, Ende,
Sikka, and others, each with its unique traditions, languages, and social structures (Sayle, 2015).

During the colonial period, Flores Island was subject to Portuguese and Dutch influences, which left enduring
imprints on its cultural landscape. These colonial legacies, coupled with indigenous practices and beliefs, have contributed to
the island's complex cultural mosaic and the dynamics of intergroup relations. Local conditions on Flores Island can be
derived as follows. First, concerning on its ethnic and cultural diversity; Flores Island's ethnic and cultural diversity is a
defining feature of its social fabric (Barker, 2004). The island is home to numerous ethnic groups, each with its distinct
language, customs, and traditions. For example, the Manggarai people, concentrated in the western part of the island, are
known for their intricate ikat weaving and traditional architecture, while the Ngada people, in the central highlands, have a
rich oral tradition and ceremonial practices. Religion also plays a significant role in shaping cultural identities on Flores
Island. While the majority of the population adheres to Roman Catholicism, there are also Muslim and indigenous spiritual
communities coexisting on the island. Religious practices and beliefs often intersect with cultural norms and social
hierarchies, influencing patterns of behaviour and intergroup relations.

Second, concerning on its socio-economic dynamics; Socio-economic factors, including access to resources,
educational opportunities, and employment prospects, also contribute to the dynamics of cultural conflicts on Flores Island.
Economic disparities between rural and urban areas, as well as within communities, can exacerbate tensions and
inequalities, fuelling grievances and social unrest (Bautista-Puig et al., 2021). Land tenure and resource management issues
are particularly salient in agrarian societies like Flores Island, where land ownership and control are closely tied to cultural
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identity and livelihoods. Conflicts over land rights, natural resource exploitation, and development projects often reflect
deeper socio-economic disparities and power imbalances within communities.

Third, geographical features; The geographical features of Flores Island, characterized by rugged terrain, volcanic
landscapes, and coastal plains, shape patterns of settlement, transportation networks, and economic activities (Webb, 1994).
The island's diverse ecosystems support agriculture, fishing, and tourism industries, which are central to the livelihoods of
many communities. Judging from the geographical conditions, ethnic, cultural, linguistic, religious and historical diversity of
Flores Island, various forms of cultural conflict can be found between people belonging to different cultures who inhabit the
small part of the island called Flores.
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Figure 1: Map of Flores Island

However, geographical isolation and limited infrastructure pose challenges to communication, access to services, and
economic development, particularly in remote areas. These geographic factors can exacerbate social divisions and
inequalities, contributing to cultural conflicts and intergroup tensions. Thus, the background of the studies on local cultural
conflicts in communities on Flores Island, East Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia, underscores the complex interplay of historical,
cultural, socio-economic, and geographical factors shaping intergroup relations and communication dynamics (Javanmardi et
al., 2023) (Palmer & Farzad Sharifian, 2007; Turner, 1997). By examining these multifaceted dimensions, researchers can
develop a nuanced understanding of the root causes of cultural conflicts and explore innovative approaches to fostering
dialogue, reconciliation, and social cohesion within diverse communities on Flores Island.

Furthermore, cultural conflicts arise when fundamental differences in beliefs, values, and societal norms clash within
a community or between different cultural groups (Chapdelaine & Alexitch, 2004). These conflicts can be triggered by
ideological differences, practical considerations, or historical grievances. Understanding the root causes and dynamics of
cultural conflicts is crucial for developing effective strategies to manage and resolve them.

On Flores Island, various forms of cultural conflict can be observed among the diverse communities inhabiting the
region. These conflicts may stem from differences in ethnicity, language, religion, socio-economic status, or historical
legacies. Language barriers, religious tensions, and disparities in access to resources can exacerbate cultural conflicts and
contribute to social divisions within communities.

To address the challenges posed by cultural conflicts on Flores Island, this study essentially adopts a multidisciplinary
approach that integrates insights from cross-cultural communication theory, conflict resolution strategies, and community
engagement initiatives (Sannino, 2010). Research efforts should focus on identifying the underlying causes of cultural
conflicts, promoting dialogue and mutual understanding among diverse cultural groups, and developing inclusive policies
and programs that foster social cohesion and resilience.

Thus, this study aims to shed light on the complexities of cultural conflicts on Flores Island and explore innovative
approaches to managing and resolving these conflicts. By examining the role of cross-cultural communication theory in
conflict analysis and resolution, this research seeks to contribute to the development of practical solutions that promote
peace, harmony, and solidarity within the diverse communities of Flores Island. Moreover, the findings of this study can
serve as a valuable reference for policymakers, community leaders, and practitioners working in the fields of intercultural
communication, conflict resolution, and community development across diverse cultural contexts. Therefore, the analysis of
local cultural conflicts in communities on Flores Island, East Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia, as an analysis of cross-cultural
communication, requires a comprehensive understanding of the historical, social, and cultural dynamics shaping intergroup
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relations and communication patterns (Girik Allo, 2018). By exploring the background, state of the art, problems, methods
for problem solutions and significance of the study, researchers can generate valuable insights and recommendations for
promoting cultural understanding, dialogue, and cooperation within diverse communities.

II. LITERATURE REVIEW
To conduct a comprehensive literature review based on the provided theoretical basis from William B. Gudykunst and
Lee (2001), which outlines various approaches in placing culture within the trajectory of communication theories, we must
explore key concepts and theories within Communication Science (Nakayama & Halualani, 2011). The goal is to identify gaps
in existing research and articulate the need for further investigation into local cultural conflicts on Flores Island, East Nusa
Tenggara, Indonesia, through the lens of cross-cultural communication.

A. Cultural Perspective in Communication Theories

Gudykunst and Lee's (2001) framework highlights the intersection of culture and communication theories. One
approach emphasizes culture as a point of view within communication processes. For instance, constructivist theories, as
exemplified by Applegate and Syper (1983, 1988), recognize the cultural perspective in shaping communication dynamics.
This perspective acknowledges the role of cultural norms, values, and beliefs in shaping individuals' interpretations and
interactions within communication contexts. Similarly, management coordination theory, as reviewed by Cronen, Chen, and
Pearce (1988), underscores the influence of culture on coordination processes and meaning-making within organizational
settings (Naeem et al., 2015).

B. Communication as a Point of View for Cultural Creation

Another approach posits communication as a lens for understanding cultural creation. Philipsen's work on cultural
communication delves into how communication practices contribute to the construction and negotiation of cultural
meanings and identities. This perspective emphasizes the reciprocal relationship between communication patterns and
cultural dynamics, highlighting how communication processes both reflect and shape cultural norms and practices (Naecem
et al.,, 2015).

C. Theories Applied to Different Cultures

Gudykunst and Lee also suggest that theories designed within one culture can be generalized to others or applied as
limiting conditions for propositions in cross-cultural contexts. This approach underscores the need for sensitivity to cultural
differences when applying communication theories across diverse cultural settings. It raises questions about the universality
of communication theories and the extent to which they can be adapted to account for cultural variations in communication
patterns and preferences (Nadkarni, 2000).

D. Explaining Communication between Cultures

Another critical dimension highlighted by Gudykunst and Lee is the role of theories in explaining communication
between people from different cultures. This perspective underscores the importance of understanding intercultural
communication processes, including factors such as language barriers, cultural norms, and power dynamics, in facilitating
effective communication across cultural boundaries (Frey-Ridgway, 1997). It prompts inquiries into the mechanisms through
which cultural differences influence communication outcomes and strategies for bridging cultural divides.

E. Communication's Impact on Cultures

Finally, Gudykunst and Lee propose that theories can be designed to explain how communication shapes cultural
trajectories. This perspective highlights the dynamic interplay between communication practices and cultural change,
suggesting that communication processes can both reflect and contribute to shifts in cultural norms, values, and identities
over time. Drawing from Gudykunst and Lee's theoretical framework, the literature on cross-cultural communication
provides valuable insights into the complexities of intercultural interactions and the challenges of navigating cultural
differences in diverse contexts (Lee & Kanghhe, 2018). However, despite the wealth of research in this area, there remains a
notable gap in our understanding of local cultural conflicts within specific communities, such as those on Flores Island, East
Nusa Tenggara, and Indonesia.

While existing scholarship has examined broader patterns of cross-cultural communication and conflict resolution
strategies, there is a lack of in-depth analysis of the unique cultural dynamics and communication challenges inherent in
local communities on Flores Island. The existing literature often focuses on theoretical frameworks and generalized
principles of intercultural communication, overlooking the nuanced realities of cultural conflicts within specific cultural
contexts (Patrick, 2020). Furthermore, the existing research tends to prioritize Western perspectives and frameworks, which
may not fully capture the cultural complexities and indigenous knowledge systems prevalent on Flores Island. There is a
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need for research that engages with local communities, incorporates indigenous perspectives, and adopts culturally sensitive
methodologies to explore the underlying causes and dynamics of cultural conflicts on Flores Island.

As such, while previous studies framework offered valuable insights into the theoretical underpinnings of cross-
cultural communication, there is limited application of these theories to specific cultural contexts, such as those found on
Flores Island. By bridging this gap, researchers can contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of the cultural
dynamics and communication processes shaping local communities on Flores Island, ultimately informing more effective
strategies for conflict resolution and intercultural dialogue. As such, while the existing literature provides a foundational
understanding of cross-cultural communication theories, there is a need for further research that applies these theories to
specific cultural contexts, such as those found on Flores Island. By addressing this gap, scholars can contribute to a more
nuanced understanding of local cultural conflicts and inform more effective approaches to cross-cultural communication and
conflict resolution in diverse communities.

III. METHOD
This study employs an integrated approach that combines qualitative methods, participatory observation, and
theoretical insights from the literature review to investigate local cultural conflicts in communities on Flores Island, East
Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia (Creswell & Creswell, 2017). Grounded in the theoretical frameworks outlined by Gudykunst and
Lee (2001) and insights from Communication Science, the research methodology is designed to capture the complexities of
cultural dynamics and communication processes within specific cultural contexts (Weiland et al., 2021).

A. Research Design and Sampling:

The research design adopts a qualitative and participatory approach, emphasizing the exploration of cultural conflicts
and communication dynamics within local communities. Purposive sampling will be employed to select participants
representing diverse cultural backgrounds and perspectives. Key stakeholders, including community leaders, religious
figures, educators, and representatives from local organizations, will be invited to participate in the study. Efforts will be
made to ensure the inclusion of marginalized voices and minority groups.

B. Data Collection Methods:

Data collection methods include semi-structured interviews, focus group discussions, participant observation, and
document analysis. Semi-structured interviews will facilitate in-depth exploration of participants' experiences, perceptions,
and interpretations of cultural conflicts and communication patterns. Focus group discussions will enable collective dialogue
and exchange of perspectives among participants. Participant observation will involve immersion in the daily life of local
communities to observe communication practices, social interactions, and cultural rituals firsthand. Document analysis will
complement primary data collection by examining relevant texts, historical records, and community documents.

C. Data Analysis:

Data analysis follows a thematic analysis approach, involving the identification and interpretation of recurrent
themes, patterns, and relationships within the collected data. Transcribed interviews, field notes, and document excerpts will
be systematically coded and organized into thematic categories. Emergent themes related to cultural conflicts,
communication dynamics, power relations, and conflict resolution strategies will be identified and analyzed iteratively.

The integrated methodological approach combines theoretical insights with empirical investigation to explore local
cultural conflicts on Flores Island. By employing qualitative methods, participatory observation, and theoretical frameworks,
the study aims to deepen understanding of cultural dynamics and communication processes within diverse communities,
ultimately contributing to more effective strategies for conflict resolution and intercultural dialogue.

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The results and discussion sections of the study on local cultural conflicts in communities on Flores Island, East Nusa
Tenggara, Indonesia, reveal a complex interplay of historical, cultural, and socio-economic factors shaping intergroup
relations and communication dynamics within the region. Drawing from the theoretical frameworks outlined by Gudykunst
and Lee (2001) and insights from Communication Science, the study explores the manifestations and consequences of
cultural conflicts, as well as strategies for conflict resolution and intercultural dialogue.

A. Ethnic and Cultural Diversity

Flores Island's ethnic and cultural diversity reflects its unique historical and geographical context. The island, situated
close to Timor, has experienced interactions with Portuguese culture, influencing genetic, religious, and cultural aspects of
Flores' society. Anthropological studies depict the Flores people as a blend of Malays, Melanesians, and Portuguese, with
elements of Protomelayu, Malay, and Negroid typologies. The island's linguistic diversity further underscores its cultural
complexity, with various languages spoken, including Kedang, Lamaholot, Sikka, Lio, Ende, and Manggarai (Barker, 2004).
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Ethnic and cultural diversity on Flores Island is a multifaceted phenomenon shaped by historical, geographical, and socio-
cultural factors. Previous relevant references provide valuable insights into the complexities of ethnic and cultural dynamics
within the region, shedding light on the rich tapestry of identities, traditions, and interactions that characterize Flores'
society.

B. Historical Influences

Historical interactions with external cultures have significantly influenced the ethnic and cultural landscape of Flores
Island. References to Portuguese colonization, trade routes, and migration patterns highlight the island's role as a crossroads
of cultural exchange. The infusion of Portuguese influences, including language, religion, and customs, alongside indigenous
traditions, underscores the syncretic nature of Flores' culture.

C. Anthropological Perspectives

Anthropological studies offer nuanced perspectives on the ethnic composition and cultural practices of Flores'
inhabitants. Scholars have documented the diverse ethnic groups, linguistic variations, and kinship systems prevalent across
the island. Typologies such as Protomelayu, Malay, and Negroid highlight the intricate interplay of genetic, linguistic, and
socio-cultural elements shaping Flores' population.

D. Cultural Expressions and Traditions

Explorations of cultural expressions, rituals, and artistic traditions provide insight into the richness and diversity of
Flores' cultural heritage. References to traditional ceremonies, such as weddings, funerals, and rites of passage, illuminate
the significance of communal bonds and shared rituals in Flores' society. Indigenous art forms, including weaving, carving,
and dance, serve as vibrant expressions of cultural identity and collective memory.

E. Linguistic Diversity

The linguistic landscape of Flores Island reflects its diverse cultural tapestry, with numerous languages and dialects
spoken across different regions. Ethnolinguistic studies document the linguistic diversity, language families, and language
contact phenomena that characterize Flores' linguistic ecology. Language serves as a marker of identity and belonging,
shaping social interactions, cultural practices, and community cohesion.

F. Interethnic Relations and Conflict

References to interethnic relations and historical conflicts provide context for understanding the dynamics of cultural
diversity on Flores Island. Accounts of past interactions, trade networks, and territorial disputes underscore the complexities
of intergroup relations and power dynamics within Flores' society. Historical legacies of colonization, migration, and social
stratification continue to shape contemporary interethnic dynamics and cultural perceptions.

G. Contemporary Challenges and Opportunities

Contemporary discourses on ethnic and cultural diversity in Flores Island encompass a range of socio-economic,
political, and environmental challenges. Rapid urbanization, globalization, and modernization processes pose both
opportunities and threats to indigenous cultures and traditional livelihoods. Debates over cultural preservation, heritage
conservation, and sustainable development highlight the tensions between heritage stewardship and economic progress.
Thus, a multidisciplinary approach drawing from historical, anthropological, linguistic, and sociocultural perspectives
enriches our understanding of ethnic and cultural diversity on Flores Island. By engaging with diverse scholarly perspectives
and indigenous knowledge systems, stakeholders can foster dialogue, reconciliation, and mutual respect across cultural
boundaries, contributing to the preservation and celebration of Flores' rich cultural heritage for future generations.

H. Cultural Symbols and Conflict

The study reveals that cultural diversity on Flores Island can lead to intercultural conflicts, often triggered by
linguistic misunderstandings and misinterpretations of cultural symbols. For instance, the word "mena" may have different
meanings in different regions, leading to misunderstandings and potential conflicts. Moreover, symbols such as "peo" and
"ngadu" hold significant cultural meanings for certain tribes on Flores Island but may be perceived differently by
neighbouring communities, contributing to intercultural tensions. Several pointers here below are some perspectives on the
results of this study.

Cultural symbols play a pivotal role in shaping identities, social interactions, and collective consciousness on Flores
Island. They serve as potent markers of group affiliation, cultural heritage, and shared values, yet their interpretation and
significance can vary widely across different communities, leading to conflicts and misunderstandings.

I. Traditional Symbols and Meanings
On Flores Island, traditional symbols carry deep cultural and historical significance, often rooted in indigenous
beliefs, practices, and narratives. Objects such as "peo" and "ngadu" hold profound symbolic meanings for specific tribes and
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clans, representing ancestral connections, spiritual protection, and communal solidarity. These symbols are imbued with
layers of cultural memory and ancestral wisdom, shaping individual and collective identities within Flores' diverse
communities.

J. Interpretive Differences and Conflict

Interpretive differences surrounding cultural symbols can precipitate intercultural conflicts and tensions among
neighboring communities on Flores Island. Variations in linguistic nuances, historical narratives, and socio-cultural contexts
can lead to misinterpretations and miscommunications, heightening perceptions of cultural insensitivity or disrespect. For
instance, a symbol revered in one community may be perceived as taboo or offensive by another, sparking friction and
discord.

K. Language and Symbolic Meaning

The intricate relationship between language and symbolic meaning further complicates intercultural communication
and understanding on Flores Island. Words and phrases associated with cultural symbols may carry divergent connotations
and emotional resonances across different linguistic communities, amplifying the potential for linguistic misunderstandings
and conflicts. Moreover, the nuances of oral traditions, storytelling, and folklore contribute to the richness and complexity of
symbolic interpretation, requiring sensitivity and empathy in cross-cultural interactions.

L. Social Identity and Group Affiliation

Cultural symbols serve as powerful expressions of social identity and group affiliation among Flores' diverse
communities, fostering a sense of belonging and solidarity within distinct cultural milieus. Rituals, ceremonies, and
communal practices cantered around symbolic artifacts reinforce social cohesion and collective memory, reinforcing shared
narratives of origin, kinship, and belonging. However, the exclusivity and exclusivism associated with certain symbols may
also contribute to intergroup rivalry and social stratification, exacerbating tensions and divisions within Flores' society.

M. Conflict Resolution and Cultural Sensitivity

Efforts to address cultural conflicts and promote intercultural harmony on Flores Island necessitate strategies for
conflict resolution and cultural sensitivity. Dialogue, mediation, and reconciliation processes can facilitate mutual
understanding and respect among conflicting parties, fostering empathy, and trust across cultural divides. Moreover,
initiatives aimed at raising awareness of cultural diversity, promoting linguistic competence, and celebrating shared heritage
can cultivate a culture of inclusivity and appreciation for Flores' rich cultural tapestry.

In conclusion, the dynamic interplay between cultural symbols and conflict reflects the complexities of intercultural
communication and identity negotiation on Flores Island. By acknowledging the diverse meanings and interpretations
embedded within cultural symbols, stakeholders can navigate intercultural tensions with empathy, humility, and openness,
fostering a spirit of dialogue, cooperation, and mutual enrichment across Flores' vibrant cultural mosaic.

N. Cultural Assimilation Conflict

The culture of the Flores people exhibits a level of tolerance towards outsiders seeking to integrate into their
communities. However, cultural assimilation conflicts can arise, particularly in the context of inter-ethnic marriages.
Customary rules, such as dowry requirements, pose significant challenges and can lead to conflicts if not met. Gender
dynamics also play a role, with concepts of masculinity and femininity varying across different tribes on Flores Island.

Cultural assimilation conflict in the context of Flores Island encompasses a complex interplay of socio-cultural
dynamics, traditional customs, and changing norms that influence intergroup relations and individual identities within the
community. The process of cultural assimilation involves the integration of individuals or groups from diverse cultural
backgrounds into the dominant cultural norms and practices of the society. However, in Flores Island's context, cultural
assimilation often intersects with traditional customs, kinship systems, and community expectations, leading to tensions and
conflicts.

O. Traditional Customs and Expectations

Flores Island's traditional customs and social norms play a central role in shaping patterns of cultural assimilation
and intergroup relations. Customary practices such as dowry payments, marriage rituals, and communal obligations carry
deep symbolic meanings and social significance within Flores' diverse communities. These customs serve as markers of
identity, status, and belonging, reinforcing social hierarchies and familial ties. However, the rigid adherence to traditional
customs and expectations can pose challenges for individuals seeking to integrate into new cultural environments or form
interethnic relationships.
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P. Interethnic Marriages and Dowry Requirements

Interethnic marriages on Flores Island often entail complex negotiations and obligations related to dowry payments,
bridewealth, and familial expectations. The exchange of goods, livestock, or monetary assets as part of the dowry process
symbolizes the reciprocity and mutual respect between the families involved. However, discrepancies in dowry requirements
between different ethnic groups or regions can lead to disputes, financial burdens, and social stigma for individuals and
families. The disparity in dowry expectations may reflect historical legacies, economic disparities, and cultural traditions that
shape intergroup relations and social dynamics on Flores Island.

Q. Gender Dynamics and Cultural Norms

Gender dynamics play a significant role in cultural assimilation conflicts on Flores Island, particularly concerning
expectations surrounding marriage, family roles, and societal expectations. Traditional gender roles and patriarchal norms
dictate the responsibilities and obligations of individuals within the family unit, reinforcing notions of masculinity,
femininity, and social order. Women may face heightened scrutiny and pressure to conform to traditional ideals of femininity,
chastity, and domesticity, limiting their agency and autonomy in navigating cultural assimilation processes.

R. Challenges of Modernization and Globalization

The forces of modernization and globalization present new challenges and opportunities for cultural assimilation on
Flores Island. Rapid urbanization, access to education, and exposure to external influences reshape societal values,
aspirations, and lifestyle choices among the younger generation. However, the tension between preserving cultural traditions
and embracing modern lifestyles underscores the complexities of cultural assimilation and identity negotiation in
contemporary Flores society. Younger generations may experience conflicts between the desire for individual autonomy and
the pressure to conform to societal expectations and familial obligations.

S. Navigating Cultural Assimilation

Navigating cultural assimilation conflicts requires sensitivity, dialogue, and mutual respect among diverse cultural
groups on Flores Island. Recognizing the diversity of perspectives, values, and experiences within the community fosters
empathy and understanding across cultural divides. Community-based initiatives, educational programs, and intercultural
exchange platforms can promote dialogue, reconciliation, and collaborative problem-solving, fostering a sense of unity and
shared belonging amidst cultural diversity.

In conclusion, cultural assimilation conflicts on Flores Island reflect the intricate interplay of tradition and modernity,
identity and adaptation that shape the dynamics of intergroup relations and individual experiences within the community. By
acknowledging the complexities of cultural assimilation processes and fostering inclusive, dialogue-driven approaches,
stakeholders can promote social cohesion, cultural diversity, and mutual enrichment within Flores' vibrant cultural mosaic.

T. Conflict with Modern Civilization

The study highlights a new phenomenon of conflict between the people of Flores Island and modern civilization,
particularly with the advent of communication technology and media influence. While technology facilitates communication
and connectivity, it also erodes traditional cultural practices and identities. Women, in particular, face pressures to conform
to Western beauty standards, leading to a decline in traditional practices such as wearing woven sarongs and using
traditional skincare products. This conflict with modern civilization threatens the preservation of cultural heritage and
diminishes the sense of pride in one's own culture.

Conflict with modern civilization in Flores, as well as in Indonesia in general, represents a multifaceted phenomenon
characterized by tensions, challenges, and opportunities arising from the intersection of traditional values, cultural heritage,
and the forces of globalization, urbanization, and technological advancement.

U. Cultural Identity and Globalization

The rapid globalization of cultural industries, media, and consumerism has led to the spread of Western ideals,
lifestyles, and consumption patterns across Indonesia, including Flores. The pervasive influence of Western media, fashion
trends, and consumer products presents challenges to traditional cultural norms, values, and identity formation. Younger
generations, in particular, may experience conflicts between the allure of modernity and the preservation of cultural
heritage, leading to feelings of disconnection, alienation, or identity crisis.

V. Economic Development and Social Change

The process of economic development and urbanization in Indonesia has reshaped social structures, livelihoods, and
community dynamics on Flores Island. Urban centers such as Labuan Bajo and Maumere have experienced rapid growth
fueled by tourism, infrastructure development, and investment opportunities. While economic development brings improved
living standards, employment opportunities, and access to services, it also exacerbates disparities, environmental
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degradation, and social inequalities within local communities. Conflicts may arise over land rights, resource allocation, and
socio-economic disparities between urban and rural areas.

W. Technological Advancement and Cultural Shifts

The advent of digital technology, internet connectivity, and social media platforms has transformed communication
patterns, social interactions, and cultural practices among Flores' population. The widespread use of smartphones, social
networking sites, and online platforms facilitates connectivity, information exchange, and virtual communities across
geographical boundaries. However, the proliferation of digital technology also poses challenges to traditional modes of
communication, knowledge transmission, and cultural expression, leading to concerns about digital divide, information
overload, and loss of authentic cultural traditions.

X. Environmental Conservation and Ecological Sustainability

Flores Island's natural environment and biodiversity face increasing pressures from population growth, urban
expansion, and unsustainable development practices. The rise of ecotourism, conservation initiatives, and environmental
activism reflects growing awareness of the need to preserve Flores' unique ecosystems, wildlife habitats, and cultural
heritage sites. Conflicts may emerge between conservation priorities, economic interests, and indigenous land rights,
highlighting the complex interplay between environmental sustainability, cultural preservation, and socio-economic
development.

Y. Cultural Resistance and Resilience

Amidst the challenges of modern civilization, Flores' communities demonstrate resilience, adaptability, and cultural
pride in preserving their indigenous heritage, traditional knowledge, and cultural practices. Local festivals, ceremonies, and
rituals serve as platforms for collective celebration, cultural revival, and community cohesion, reaffirming the significance of
cultural identity in the face of external pressures. Indigenous wisdom, environmental stewardship, and intergenerational
knowledge transmission play vital roles in sustaining cultural resilience and resistance to cultural homogenization.

In conclusion, conflict with modern civilization in Flores and Indonesia underscores the dynamic interplay between
tradition and transformation, continuity and change that shapes the socio-cultural landscape of the region. By embracing
cultural diversity, promoting sustainable development, and fostering dialogue between tradition and modernity, stakeholders
can navigate the complexities of cultural change, preserve indigenous heritage, and build inclusive, resilient communities
that honour the past while embracing the future.

The findings underscore the need for proactive measures to address cultural conflicts and preserve indigenous
cultural practices on Flores Island. Efforts to promote intercultural dialogue, linguistic understanding, and cultural sensitivity
are essential in mitigating conflicts and fostering social cohesion. Education, particularly through local content curriculum
programs, plays a crucial role in preserving cultural heritage and instilling pride in indigenous traditions among younger
generations. Additionally, community-based initiatives aimed at revitalizing traditional practices and promoting cultural
appreciation can help safeguard Flores' rich cultural diversity in the face of modernization and globalization pressures.
Consequently, the results and discussion sections highlight the intricate dynamics of cultural conflicts and communication
patterns on Flores Island, East Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia. The study underscores the importance of understanding and
addressing the root causes of cultural conflicts, while also recognizing the resilience and adaptive capacity of local
communities in navigating cultural diversity and change. By promoting intercultural dialogue, preserving indigenous cultural
practices, and fostering mutual respect and understanding, stakeholders can work towards building inclusive and
harmonious communities on Flores Island and beyond.

V. CONCLUSION

The study on local cultural conflicts in communities on Flores Island, East Nusa Tenggara, Indonesia, overall sheds
light on the intricate dynamics of cross-cultural communication, identity negotiation, and conflict resolution within a diverse
socio-cultural context. The exploration of cultural symbols, assimilation conflicts, and tensions with modern civilization
illuminates the complexities and challenges faced by Flores' communities in preserving cultural heritage, fostering social
cohesion, and navigating the pressures of globalization and urbanization. The findings underscore the importance of
promoting intercultural dialogue, cultural sensitivity, and mutual respect among diverse cultural groups on Flores Island.
Initiatives aimed at preserving indigenous traditions, revitalizing linguistic diversity, and empowering local communities can
foster a sense of pride, belonging, and collective resilience amidst cultural change and socio-economic development.

However, it is important to acknowledge the limitations of this research. The study's scope may not fully capture the
diversity and nuances of cultural conflicts and communication patterns across different regions and ethnic groups on Flores
Island. Methodological constraints, including sample size, data collection methods, and language barriers, may impact the
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comprehensiveness and generalizability of the findings. Future research endeavors should strive to address these limitations
by employing interdisciplinary approaches, engaging diverse stakeholders, and conducting longitudinal studies to track
changes in cultural dynamics over time. Thus, further studies are needed to explore the interplay between cultural resilience,
environmental sustainability, and community well-being on Flores Island. Additionally, research focusing on the role of
education, media, and technology in shaping cultural perceptions and social identities can provide valuable insights into
strategies for promoting intercultural understanding and conflict resolution in diverse cultural contexts. By building upon
the foundations laid by this study, future research endeavors can contribute to the development of inclusive, equitable, and
culturally vibrant communities on Flores Island and beyond.*
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